S5246

know what has happened in the Dayton
area, in Miami Valley. Far too many
people have lost their homes.

So while the Republicans are trying
to protect the Duncan estate, with bil-
lions and billions of dollars in that es-
tate, people such as Senator
WHITEHOUSE, Majority Leader REID,
who is on the floor, and Senator KAUF-
MAN want to see us take care of the un-
employed workers, take care of those
who have lost their insurance, take
care of those who are faced with fore-
closure because of the economic situa-
tion. As Senator WHITEHOUSE said,
these people didn’t choose to be in this
situation.

As Warren Buffett said in 2007:

The average American went exactly no-
where on the economic scale in the last 20
years. They have been on a treadmill while
the super rich have been on a space ship.

That is exactly what happened in
this country. The wealthiest people
have done better and better as their
tax rate went down and down. Those
middle-class kids who need Pell grants,
the middle-class families who lost their
jobs who are now on the unemployment
line, those workers who have lost their
insurance through no fault of their
own—they lost their jobs—they are on
this downward spiral which simply is
not what our country stands for.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Two points I
would like to make. One is echoing
what Senator BROWN just said. We al-
ways hear about the debt and the pay-
for from the other side when it is con-
venient, when they are trying to stop
something the administration wants to
do. When it helps regular people who
have lost their jobs through no fault of
their own, then it becomes an inter-
national incident if it is not paid for.
But when an estate of $9 billion is al-
lowed to pass tax free because of a
loophole, that is OK. That is a $4 bil-
lion unpaid-for loss to the government,
through its revenues. That is just fine.

There is a disconnect there. If you
are serious about the deficit, you have
to be serious about it when it is billion-
aires and not just serious about it when
it is regular working families. There is
a one-sidedness and a convenience for
their concern about the deficit. When
it is their President in the White
House, Katey, bar the door. By my cal-
culation they blew $9 trillion during
the Bush administration. Now they
suddenly have had an epiphany about
debt, but it does not quite extend to
billionaires who are allowed to pass
their estates through tax free. So much
for the debt and the pay-for concern.

The other group they are very con-
cerned about all the time is corpora-
tions. In this year, corporations have
paid less tax compared to humans than
ever before, since 1983, where there was
a glitch and corporations paid less
taxes relative to what humans pay
than now. But other than that, 1 year,
1983, more than a quarter of a century
ago, corporations are paying an all-
time low in taxes compared to what
humans pay.
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If you go back, it is 70 years—1983
was just a 1-year exemption. So all this
battle has driven down tax rates for
corporations, tax rates for billionaires,
and here we are with a deficit and they
do not care about the billionaires.

I will close. I see the majority leader
on the Senate floor, and I do not want
to take time. I will close. America is a
place of which we are very proud. It is
the greatest country ever. It is a place
where people can get fabulously rich.
Not only is it a place where you can
get fabulously rich, when you get fabu-
lously rich you can still live a rel-
atively normal life. You don’t have to
live like some Third World thug behind
armed guards driving around in con-
voys with armed SUVs. You can live a
normal life as a very rich person.

Everybody has a chance to get rich.
Everybody has a chance to become a
millionaire, a multimillionaire, a bil-
lionaire. But when they do, they have
to pay their share.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN). The time of the Senator has
expired.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I thank the
Chair.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, the

time for morning business has expired;
is that right?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is correct.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UDALL of Colorado). Without objection,
it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate
very much the understanding of my
friends who have been here waiting to
talk for several hours. I also announce
that one of the reasons we are waiting
is to determine if we need to have votes
tonight. Everyone has been notified
that we might have to have votes to-
night, but it appears at this stage we
will not. I have been in contact with
the Republican leader and his staff. I
think we will continue working
through the night on some issues we
are trying to deal with and worry
about votes tomorrow.

I ask unanimous consent the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business for 2% hours, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
Senator STABENOW and the Republican
leader or his designee, with Senator
STABENOW controlling the first 60 min-
utes and the Republican leader or des-
ignee controlling the next 60 minutes,
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with Senator STABENOW controlling the
final 15 minutes; further, that during
the controlled period of time, Senators
be permitted to enter into colloquies
and at the end of the controlled time,
the majority leader be recognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan is recog-
nized.

—————
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise to speak on behalf of nearly 1 mil-
lion people who have lost their jobs,
who have now also lost their unem-
ployment insurance benefits because of
the extensive obstacles and objections
that have been put forward in the Sen-
ate to extending this important pro-
gram. I wish I could say this was the
first time that had happened. It seems
that every time we come to the floor in
the middle of these very difficult eco-
nomic times, even though things are
getting better, every time we come to
the floor on behalf of people who are
out of work, who want to work, who
have worked their entire lives but at
this point can’t find a job, all we get
are objections and delays and weeks
and weeks and weeks of people sitting
on pins and needles, holding their
breath, trying to figure out what is
going on: Will they have the ability to
pay the rent, the mortgage, put food on
the table, be able to care for their kids
while they are looking for work. Here
we are, right back in that very same
position.

Right now we have over 15 million
people who are on unemployment bene-
fits. That doesn’t count those who are
working part-time jobs or have fallen
off of the system completely because
they haven’t been able to find a job and
have been out of work longer than the
insurance benefits will allow. We have
15 million people looking for work, and
we are told there are about 3.1 million
jobs available. That means there are
five people looking for every one job
opening. This is not a situation of peo-
ple not wanting to work. In the State
of Michigan, we know how to work. We
work hard. We make things. We grow
things. We work hard. Yet through no
fault of their own, people find them-
selves in a situation where we have
seen an economic tsunami go through
our country, lasting in Michigan longer
than any other place across the coun-
try. And even as we climb our way
out—and it is getting better; we have
turned the corner; the economic recov-
ery provisions we have put in place we
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